
ECON 495 – Independent Study 
CSU Undergraduate Research Academy – Fall 2019 

Bridging the Rural-Urban Divide in Colorado 
T/Th 3:30-4:45pm in Clark C363 

Advisors: Kit Deming and Stephan Weiler 
  

Course Description 
 
Economics can be useful. Yet in the crunch to understand t-statistics, elasticities, and exchange rates, this fact can 
often get lost. This independent study course is designed to provide you the opportunity to use your economics 
toolbox to investigate and identify economic bridges between the Front Range and the rural regions of Colorado. 
Colorado’s economy has long been one of the most dynamic in the country, due in large part to the state’s mix of 
highly productive and amenity-rich rural areas anchored by an innovative, attractive urban corridor. But, like in 
much of the rest of the country, Colorado is experiencing uneven growth. The Front Range continues to attract 
highly-educated workers, creating upward pressure on housing prices and infrastructure congestion. These trends 
put the Front Range at risk of pushing out some of its residents. At the same time, despite their diverse economies, 
many of Colorado’s rural areas have experienced declining incomes and net-out migration.  

Denver’s National Western Center (NWC) is squarely at the intersection of these regional trends. As an urban 
space with an economic and cultural heritage deeply rooted in agriculture and livestock, the NWC presents a 
unique opportunity to bridge the rural-urban divide. We will be using rich spatial micro-data to target key 
industries related to the NWC and how these industries create economic bridges to the state’s rural regions. You 
will draw from your micro, macro, and other subfield backgrounds that you’ve developed over years as CSU 
economics majors. The course thus aims to both reinforce the tools you have learned, as well as understand their 
real-world relevance. Both the background you develop from past courses, readings, and your own research as 
well as the data that you receive should each help clarify the other. More than any other class you’ve taken over 
your years here, you will get as much out of this class as you put into it, and hopefully considerably more. 

Independent research projects will be the focus of the semester, through which you will produce both a final paper 
and PowerPoint presentation discussing the research. The general goal is to learn first-hand of the real-world use 
of economics by actively becoming a part of an ongoing applied research effort to best leverage the statewide 
opportunities presented by the National Western Center redevelopment. In that sense, the course combines both 
learning for you and service to the state. Such service-learning experiences can be unusually beneficial for both 
sides. Effectively, you are about to become a set of economic consultants for the state, a role which fits you well, 
given the land-grant status of Colorado State University and the fact that you’ve spent at least the last few years in 
the state itself. In that sense, finishing your economics degree with an in-depth economic understanding of the 
state will hopefully provide a compelling capstone experience. Successful completion of this independent study 
will fulfill the capstone requirement.  
 
This is a joint class with SPCM 480 - Communicating Urban Identities, a Communication Studies course using 
the NWC to investigate how the built environment serves as important node in the development of urban, rural, 
and suburban centers. The combined class is one of CSU’s first Undergraduate Research Academies. 
 
Accommodations are made for students with disabilities in conjunction with the Resources for Disabled Students 
(http://rds.colostate.edu/). The course will adhere to the Academic Integrity Policy of the Colorado State 
University General Catalog and the Student Conduct Code. Your signature on the Independent Study 
Agreement form acknowledges your commitment to fulfill the requirements of the course as detailed in 
this syllabus. 
  

http://rds.colostate.edu/
http://rds.colostate.edu/


Course Objectives 
 

• Understand economic models of regional development, both within and between rural and urban areas 
• Interpret economic data from a variety of sources. 
• Apply economic theory and data to analyze the impacts of NWC redevelopment. 

 
Course Assignments 

 
Economic analyses of the National Western Center redevelopment have focused primarily on impacts and 
opportunities for Denver, and to a lesser extent the urban Front Range. Your task in this assignment is to generate 
a report informing policy-makers and the general public of the broader geographic context of the redevelopment 
project. How is the redevelopment of the NWC likely to impact other communities – particularly rural ones – in 
the state? Why is this important? Are there steps that policy-makers in Denver and in other Colorado communities 
might take to maximize positive spillovers? 
 
Your report should include: 
 

• Background on the NWC: What is the cultural, historical, and economic significance of this space?  
• Background on rural/urban economics: What important observations or trends about the economics of 

cities and rural spaces can be gleaned from theory, literature, and data, both broadly and in Colorado 
specifically?  

• Industry-specific background: You will be assigned one sector likely to experience a significant increase 
in employment and/or establishment births as a direct result of NWC redevelopment. Provide relevant 
background information on this sector using data on firm and/or establishment openings, closures, and 
branching; location quotients or other employment measures; and/or non-employer statistics.  

• Rural-urban analysis: Based on the industry-specific background, identify one or more rural area likely to 
experience strong spillover effects from NWC-based expansion of this industry, and explain the effects 
that area might experience and why. 

• Policy analysis: Briefly discuss one policy recommendation you might make based on your analysis. 
Does this policy require welfare tradeoffs between urban and rural residents, or does it constitute an 
“rural-urban bridge” with mutual benefits?  

 
The Economics group will be expected to present their synthesis of the week’s readings and/or research progress 
on Tuesdays to the combined class, then participate in a within-Econ discussion on your projects. Thursdays will 
be devoted to a combined-class conversation focused on the Comm Studies perspectives and readings for that 
date. The final research paper will be due on Monday December 2nd at 12 noon, should have a concise 15 pages of 
double-spaced narrative excluding tables, graphics, and appendices, along with a title page, table of contents, 
executive summary, citations along with list of references, and topic headings to organize the discussion. The 
final page of your report should state the ASCSU Honor Pledge, alongside your signature confirming that 
pledge. 
 
Assignments 

• Rough Outline: 100 points 
• Detailed Outline: 100 points 
• Final Report: 400 points 
• Presentation: 200 point 
• Class Attendance and Participation, including completion of two Assessment Tests: 200 points 
• TOTAL: 1000 points 

o A: 900+ B: 800+ C: 700+  
o +’s for exceptional performance in a grade range. –‘s will not be used. 



 
Course Materials and Resources 

 
Required Readings: 

• Local Economic Development: Analysis, Practice, and Globalization by Blair and Carroll, available 
through the CSU Bookstore 

o Chapters: 1-6 and 9 
• National Western Center: AECOM NextGen Agribusiness Economic Development Strategy (PDF 

provided through Canvas) 

 
Data: 

• Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW) Colorado confidential restricted-access 
establishment data – Provided through Canvas 

o The state has given us privileged access to these data, which are strictly confidential. Classroom 
instructions on data usage and security must be followed throughout the semester. Any remaining 
copies of the data at the conclusion of the course must be destroyed. 

• Statistics of US Businesses “Employment Change Data Tables” (links to other years provided through 
Canvas) 

• US Census Nonemployer Statistics (NES) “Complete County File” 
• QCEW Data Files “CSV Single Files, Annual Averages” (contains county location quotients) 
• Additional data you collect specific to your topic and/or industry 

 
 

Course Schedule  
 
Readings for both the Econ 495 and SPCM 480 courses are listed below the week header. Econ 495 readings are 
required and highlighted in Italicized Bold Underline. Assignment due dates are highlighted in Italicized Red 
Bold Underline. SPCM 480 readings are below the T and Th class-time themes; you are highly encouraged to 
complete the Denver-oriented Thursday readings, as a foundation for your ability to participate in Thursday 
discussions. Instructors reserve the right to change readings, assignments, and due dates with notice.  
 

Week 1 
 
8/27 T  Getting to Know the Course 

 
8/29 Th Introductions and Public Speaking  

Read: Mission Statement for National Western Center; “National Western Center Vision” in 
National Western Center Master Plan (pp. 1-37)  
View: “Globeville, Elyria and Swansea Virtual Exhibit”,  Campus Fly-Through Video 
 

 
 

Week 2 
UNIT 1: Place as Communication                    
 
Blair Ch 1-4 
9/3 T Place as Communicative 

Read: Cresswell “Defining Place” in Place: A Short Introduction, pgs. 1-14 
          Dickinson “Joe’s Rhetoric”  

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2015/econ/susb/2015-susb-employment.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2015/econ/susb/2015-susb-employment.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-statistics/data/datasets.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nonemployer-statistics/data/datasets.html
https://www.bls.gov/cew/datatoc.htm
https://www.bls.gov/cew/datatoc.htm
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/about/what-is-the-nwc/mission/
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/about/what-is-the-nwc/mission/
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/nwc-wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/NWC-Master-Plan-2015.pdf
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/nwc-wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/NWC-Master-Plan-2015.pdf
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/nwc-wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/NWC-Master-Plan-2015.pdf
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/nwc-wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/NWC-Master-Plan-2015.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=9&v=1sJidGfbnJw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=9&v=1sJidGfbnJw
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/campus-fly-through-video/
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/campus-fly-through-video/


   
9/5 Th Place as Communicative cont.  

Read: “Denver Neighborhood Guide” 
 “Site Context” in National Western Center Master Plan (pp. 37-59)  
  

 
Week 3 

Blair 5, 6, and 9  
9/10 T Making Place Regional 

Read: Chávez “Remapping Latinidad: A Performance Cartography of Latina/o Identity in Rural 
Nebraska” 
  

9/12 Th Regionality in Denver 
Read: Colorado Divide  *choose and read THREE articles in the series 

 
Week 4 

AECOM NextGen Report 
9/17 T Changing Places 

Read: Aiello, “From Wound to Enclave: The Visual Material Performance of Urban Renewal” 
 
9/19 Th Writing Place  

 Read: Blair “Reflections on Criticism and Bodies: Parables from Public Places” 
           Middleton, Senda-Cook, Endres “Articulating Rhetorical Field Methods” 

Drysdale “Tactile places: doing sensory ethnography in Sydney’s drag king scene” 
           *Choose ONE article to read 
 Writing Place Lab at Ramskeller 

 
 
UNIT 2: Place as Power 

Week 5 
AECOM NextGen Report 
9/24      T Place as Power   

Read: Cresswell “Introduction” in In Place/Out of Place: Geography, Ideology, and 
Transgression   

 
9/26      Th Power in Developing Denver 

Read: Globeville Elyria-Swansea:The Peoples’ Survey A Story of Displacement 
  “Northeast Denver Neighborhood is Nation’s Most Polluted”  
 

***Saturday September 28th: Day Trip to Denver*** 
 

Week 6 
 
Independent Research Readings 
10/1      T Urban Development and Power 

Triece “Narratives of Growth and Collective Resistance” in Urban Renewal and Resistance pgs. 
31-49 
NCRC Report “Shifting neighborhoods: Gentrification and Cultural Displacement in American 
cities” 

 

https://www.denver.org/about-denver/neighborhood-guides/
https://www.denver.org/about-denver/neighborhood-guides/
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/nwc-wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/NWC-Master-Plan-2015.pdf
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/nwc-wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/NWC-Master-Plan-2015.pdf
https://www.denverpost.com/colorado-divide/
https://www.denverpost.com/colorado-divide/
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bc4d10_03f17922eaba4aa69027364f456d9621.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bc4d10_03f17922eaba4aa69027364f456d9621.pdf
https://www.denverpost.com/2017/02/16/denver-most-polluted-zip-code/
https://www.denverpost.com/2017/02/16/denver-most-polluted-zip-code/
https://ncrc.org/gentrification/
https://ncrc.org/gentrification/
https://ncrc.org/gentrification/
https://ncrc.org/gentrification/


 
10/3      Th Urban Development and Denver 

Read: Denver Urban Renewal Authority: 50 Years of Revitalizing Denver 
Vakil and Fischer, “Will the National Western Center Development Benefit the Surrounding 
Neighborhoods?” 
Cordell “Navigating Central 70: What You Need to Know About the $1.3 Billion Project” 
 

 
Week 7 

***Draft Outline due Monday October 7th at 12n*** 
 
Independent Research Readings 
10/8      T Urban Renewal in Denver 

Read: Tracey, “White privilege and gentrification in Denver, 'America’s Favourite city'” 
 Citizens Guide to Urban Renewal in Denver 

Kenney “The Destruction and Rebirth of 30 Blocks of Downtown Denver in Six Images” 
 
10/10    Th  Writing Place 
 Read: Dickinson and Aiello “Being Through There Matters”  
   
 

Week 8 
Independent Research Readings 
10/15 T Writing Workshop  
 
10/17 Th Writing Workshop 
   
 
 
UNIT 3: Place as Practice 

Week 9 
Independent Research Readings 
10/22 T Place as Multiple Experiences 

Read: Schmitt “Contours of the Land: Place-as-Rhetoric and Native American Effigy Mounds” 
10/24 Th Multiple Experiences of Denver 
  Read: I Am Denver *Choose THREE Stories to Read 

View: Stories of Elyria 
 
 

Week 10 
***Detailed Outline due Monday November 4th at 12n*** 

 
Independent Research Readings 
10/29     T Place as Resistance 

Read: Lipsitz “Black Spatial Imaginary” in How Racism Takes Place 
 
10/31     Th Resistance in Denver 

Read: “Artists add color to Elyria-Swansea viaduct below Interstate 70” 
 “’A new renaissance’: African-American businesses, investors celebrating new era on Five 
Points’ Welton Street” 

http://www.renewdenver.org/assets/files/50thAnniversaryReport.pdf
http://www.renewdenver.org/assets/files/50thAnniversaryReport.pdf
https://www.5280.com/2018/10/will-the-national-western-center-development-benefit-the-surrounding-neighborhoods/
https://www.5280.com/2018/10/will-the-national-western-center-development-benefit-the-surrounding-neighborhoods/
https://www.5280.com/2018/10/will-the-national-western-center-development-benefit-the-surrounding-neighborhoods/
https://www.5280.com/2018/10/will-the-national-western-center-development-benefit-the-surrounding-neighborhoods/
https://www.5280.com/2019/06/navigating-central-70-what-you-need-to-know-about-the-1-3-billion-project/
https://www.5280.com/2019/06/navigating-central-70-what-you-need-to-know-about-the-1-3-billion-project/
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/jul/14/white-privilege-gentrification-denver-america-favourite-city
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/jul/14/white-privilege-gentrification-denver-america-favourite-city
http://renewdenver.org/citizens-guide-to-urban-renewal-in-denver/
http://renewdenver.org/citizens-guide-to-urban-renewal-in-denver/
https://denverite.com/2017/05/17/destruction-rebirth-16th-street-lodo-three-images-skyline-urban-renewal/
https://denverite.com/2017/05/17/destruction-rebirth-16th-street-lodo-three-images-skyline-urban-renewal/
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/i-am-denver/stories.html
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/i-am-denver/stories.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZL8Ad5vI84
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bZL8Ad5vI84
https://www.denverpost.com/2016/10/01/artists-add-color-to-elyria-swansea-viaduct-below-interstate-70/
https://www.denverpost.com/2016/10/01/artists-add-color-to-elyria-swansea-viaduct-below-interstate-70/
https://www.denverpost.com/2019/05/27/denver-five-points-welton-street-renaissance/
https://www.denverpost.com/2019/05/27/denver-five-points-welton-street-renaissance/
https://www.denverpost.com/2019/05/27/denver-five-points-welton-street-renaissance/
https://www.denverpost.com/2019/05/27/denver-five-points-welton-street-renaissance/


 
*** Saturday November 9th: Day Trip to Denver*** 

 
Week 11 

Independent Research Readings 
11/5     T Place as Memory  

Read: Dunn, “Remembering “A Great Fag”: Visualizing Public Memory and the Construction of 
Queer Space” 
 

11/7     Th Denver and Memory 
Read: “RiNo Art District Gets Interactive Signage Showcasing Area’s History” 
 “Master Plan Components” in National Western Center Master Plan  

 
 

Week 12 
Independent Research Readings 
11/12    T Place as Everyday Practice 

Read: Degen, “Consuming Urban Rhythms: Let’s Ravelejar” in Geographies of Rhythm: Nature, 
Place, Mobilities, and Bodies  

 
11/14    Th Writing as Everyday Practice 
  Read: Cresswell “Writing Place” in Maxwell Street: Writing and Thinking Place  
 

Week 13 
Independent Research Readings 
11/19     T Writing Workshop 
   
11/21     Th Writing Workshop 
 
 
 

FALL RECESS (November 23- December 1) 
 

Week 14 
***Final Paper due Monday December 2nd at 12n*** 

 
12/3      T Final Econ Project Presentation 
 
12/5     Th Final Econ Project Presentation  

SPCM: Examining Potential for Change 
Read: “Denver Looks to Curb the Rapid Spread of Gentrification” 

 
 

Week 15 
12/10 T Final Econ Project Presentation  

SPCM: Offering Solution to Change 
 
12/12 Th Final Econ Project Presentation  

SPCM: Assessing Possible Outcomes, Challenges, and Benefits of Proposal 

https://www.9news.com/article/life/style/colorado-guide/rino-art-district-gets-interactive-signage-showcasing-areas-history/73-a39ce2fb-cb4b-43ab-8e64-e9cd9a8591fb?fbclid=IwAR30EjLhSViTPCVvUAXvYVydULrnQUmk6ggT8KmIDwCfpiYvqCgHnnoVQd0
https://www.9news.com/article/life/style/colorado-guide/rino-art-district-gets-interactive-signage-showcasing-areas-history/73-a39ce2fb-cb4b-43ab-8e64-e9cd9a8591fb?fbclid=IwAR30EjLhSViTPCVvUAXvYVydULrnQUmk6ggT8KmIDwCfpiYvqCgHnnoVQd0
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/nwc-wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/NWC-Master-Plan-2015.pdf
https://nationalwesterncenter.com/nwc-wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/NWC-Master-Plan-2015.pdf
https://psmag.com/economics/denver-takes-on-spread-of-gentrification
https://psmag.com/economics/denver-takes-on-spread-of-gentrification

