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MOVE OVER HIPSTERS – ‘CREATIVE CLASS’ TO HELP WITH FOOD TOURISM  

Australia should look to satisfying the ‘creative class’ in growing a successful food tourism industry. 

This will be a key message of Prof Dawn Thilmany McFadden, Agribusiness Extension Specialist from 
Colorado State University when she addresses lessons and opportunities for Australia in food and 
agriculture tourism at the 62nd Annual Conference of the Australasian Agricultural and Resource 
Economics Society (AARES). The conference in Adelaide from 6-9 February will be attended by ~300 
leading economists from around Australia and the world.  

“Food tourism catering to the creative class has been a development strategy that has worked well in 
rural and regional USA, and from what I have seen in Australia, it could do so here too,” said Professor 
Thilmany, who arrived at the conference after a road trip from Sydney through to Melbourne and 
Adelaide, checking what Australian food tourism is underway. 

“Members of the creative class seek creative outlets in all aspects of their lives, including their 
holidays, and want food experiences rather than a feed,” said Dawn, who has been part of a leadership 
team for a training program for beginning farmers. 

“My studies have found that people in rural and regional areas are more entrepreneurial than their 
urban cousins and their businesses tend to have a better survival rate. The Australian wine industry as 
well as your efforts at making nature a tourism magnet are working. Both provide opportunities for 
food tourism to piggyback on that success with creative opportunities.” 

“The creative class want authentic food experiences such as artisanal cooking, photography, hunting, 
fishing and involvement in everyday work.” 

“In the USA, this has been successfully done in the Nappa Valley and Finger Lakes wine districts which 
have grown food experiences around olives and cheese.” 

The Hon. Jay Weatherill, Premier of South Australia, will open the AARES conference at 8.30am on Wed, 7 
Feb (Hall M). 
Other distinguished speakers and their issues include: 
• Prof Ross Garnaut, Professorial Research Fellow in Economics, University of Melbourne on making Australia the energy 

superpower of the low carbon world economy. 
• Prof Quentin Grafton, AARES President and UNESCO Chair in Water Economics and Transboundary Water Governance on 

the Murray Darlin Basin and water policy. 
• Prof Edward McLaughlin, Director of the Food Industry Management Program, Cornell University on the global rise of 

retail discounters and implications for the Australian retail sector’s future. 
• Prof Peter Cramton, Professor of Economics at the University of Maryland on the challenges of electricity market design 

as we transition to 100% renewable energy.  
• Prof Lin Crase, Head of Commerce School, University of SA on the future of energy in Australia. 



	

	

	

• Prof Kym Anderson, George Gollin Professor of Economics, foundation Executive Director of the Wine Economics 
Research Centre, University of Adelaide, on the globalisation of wine and future prospects for Australian wine market. 

• Prof Phil Pardey, Director, University of Minnesota's College of Food, Agricultural & Natural Resource Sciences on 
implications for Australian farm policy with the resurrected TPP, renegotiated NAFTA and Brexit. 

• Prof Julian Alston, Distinguished Professor of Agricultural and Resource Economics at University of California, Davis on 
‘Beeronomics’ and the future of beer. 


